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Imagine a multi-function room in your home!

Need extra sleeping space?
Create one in your TV room, home office 
or den with a custom Murphy BedTM

For your personal 
space planning solution, 

call or VISIT US AT OUR NEW LOCATION.

WallBeds ETC. INC.
#18, 3908 97 St. Edmonton

780-490-1818
www.CustomMurphyBeds.com
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HIRE A
PROFESSIONAL
RENOVATOR.

DO IT RIGHT…

Choosing a recognized professional renovator is the best decision you can make when 

renovating your home!  Being an informed and knowledgeable consumer is essential and since 

2007 RenoMark has raised the bar by identifying renovation contractors in the Edmonton Area 

who have agreed to the Canadian Home Builders’ Association Code of Ethics and a renovation-

specific Code of Conduct.   

Renovate with confidence – hire a CHBA-Edmonton Region RenoMark renovator for your next 

renovation and embrace the renovation process with a sense of security and peace of mind.

For more information on CHBA-ER, RenoMark or to access a complete list of CHBA-ER & 

RenoMark members visit www.renomark.ca/EdmontonRegion

GET IT DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME

CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION » PROFESSIONAL RENOVATORS

RENOVATION BY: RENCON INDUSTRIES INC.
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Edmonton’s Full Service Countertop Specialist

Ph. (780) 908-1100
www.ihsedmonton.com

Ph. (780) 481-7671
www.aquarianrenovations.com

Ph. (780) 660-1026
www.fortresshomes.ca

Ph. (780) 466-1952
www.apollosunrooms.com

Ph. (780) 414-0686
www.ackard.com

THIS ISSUE’S PARTICIPATING MEMBERS:

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF MEMBER CONTRACTORS CALL (780) 425-1020
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.RENOMARK.CA/EDMONTONREGION

Ph. (780) 479-6032
www.homestyleconstruction.ca

Ph. (780) 986-2160
www.renconindustries.ca

Ph. (780) 435-6304
www.serenitycontracting.ca
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We’Re LiSTeninG!
send us your comments, 
questions, renovation stories, 
pictures and great ideas!

PuBLiSHeD By

Wall2Wall Media is a trademark of Yellow Pages Group Co. in Canada.

Refresh Your Home Inside & Out

Spring is here, and now is the time to refresh and renew your indoor 
and outdoor living spaces.  This issue is filled with inspiring and 
informative articles that will help you prepare your home for the 
summer months ahead.

One of the most popular renovations is the bathroom.  If you 
have been dreaming of renovating that old and outdated bathroom, 
there is no time like the spring to tackle that long overdue project.  
Our cover story delves into the basic elements that make a 
bathroom fabulous, even on a small scale and budget.  See page 12 
for all the details.

Also in this issue, we bring you the second installment of 
our Outdoor Living feature, which will help you create your own 
backyard oasis.  From gardening tips to a spring spruce-up safety 
checklist, we will have you on your way to enjoying that fresh air in 
no time!

Home Décor & Renovations Magazine is proud to announce 
the winners of the Renovation Awards at the CHBA-ER Awards of 
Excellence, which took place on Saturday March 16, 2013.   
See page 11 to read about the celebrated event that recognized the 
best in the industry.  Congratulations to all the winners and finalists!

Happy Renovating!

nancy chemait
eDiTOR nancy.chemait@wall2wallmedia.com

editor’snOTeBOOK
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tipsAndtricks

›› This is a great way to put 
your wallpaper off cuts to 
use. To add an unexpected 
twist to your drawers, bold 
colours and intricate patterns 
work really well.

›› The pattern will look best 
if it’s central to the drawer, 
so bear this in mind when 
you’re cutting it out.

tips

01 Give the inside of your 
drawer a good wipe to 
ensure a clean surface.

02 Measure the inside of 
your drawer.

03 Using your wallpaper off 
cuts, cut a shape to fit.

04 Place or paste your 
wallpaper into the drawer, 
and if you’re using paste, 
leave to dry.

the 
steps

Condor Wall Coating Brush 
by Simms. $6. rona.ca

Detachable Scissors by Henckels. 
$23. kitchenstuffplus.com

St Antoine BP947. $285 per 
10m roll. farrow-ball.com

Clear Wallpaper Adhesive by 
Dynamic. $17. rona.ca

what you will need before you start

We’ve teamed up with paint and 
wallpaper experts Farrow & Ball to 
give you an inspiring do-it-yourself 
drawer project for your home!
by Sara Duck

top 
drawer
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Celebrating 
Excellence
Congratulations to the winners 
and finalists at this year’s Awards 
of Excellence in Housing. Your 
achievements represent the best 
of the best within the residential 
construction industry. 

C H B A  A W A R D S  O F  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  H O U S I N G
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On Saturday, March 16, 2013, the canadian 

Home Builders’ Association - Edmonton Region 
hosted its 33rd Annual Awards of Excellence in 
Housing Awards Gala, formerly known as the Sam 
Awards to a sold out crowd of over 1,700 people.

The Awards of Excellence in Housing pay 
tribute to the best in sales and marketing ideas, 
outstanding products, superior home building, 
and exceptional neighbourhoods.

Congratulations to all winners and finalists of 
the 2013 Awards of Excellence in Housing!

Established in 1954, the Canadian Home 
Builders’ Association – Edmonton Region, 
represents over 400 member companies comprised 
of builders, developers, renovators, trade 
contractors, manufacturers, suppliers, designers, 
engineers, financial institutions, and a host of 
allied professionals.

feature

Winners for the 
2013 awards
Innovation, dedication & commitment

RenovatoR of the YeaR 
aquarian Renovations

1 2

1 & 2

renOVatiOn aWardS

SPONSOR 
Cobblestone Master Builder

BeSt exteriOr renOVatiOn 

AquARiAN ReNOvAtiONS 
Biander Gardens Residence

SPONSOR

Gem Cabinets

BeSt interiOr renOVatiOn

CAliBeR MASteR BuildeR ltd. 
high Park

 

 

SPONSOR

Habberjam Mechanical

BeSt renOVatiOn under $125,000

AquARiAN ReNOvAtiONS 
Glenora Residence

SPONSOR 

Glenora lumber & Building Supplies

renOVatOr OF the year aWard

AquARiAN ReNOvAtiONS
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coverstory

photography by larry arnal

by evelyn eshun

Creating a 
small, stylish 

bathroom

no matter how large or how 
small your bathroom is, the 
basic elements which make a 

bathroom fabulous are the same. 
Functionality, easy to clean, lots of 
storage, and of course, attractive. In this 
case, I had carte blanche to design a 
bathroom for two very adorable little 
girls with the caveat that it had to be 
girly and timeless.

When clients give me their wish 
list for the renovation plan of their 
bathrooms, they usually have a tile 
or counter in mind, that is more often 
than not the jumping-off point of the 
aesthetic plan of the space. This is a 
good place to start, since it sets the 
tone for the look, the feeling and the 
colour of the bathroom. In this case, 
the client wanted Statuario marble for 
a countertop. Knowing this fact, it was 
easy to plug in the other elements 
which would make this small bathroom 
bright and fresh for the girls using it. 

Choosing the vanity colour or finish 
is key to creating the mood in the space. 
Stained and dark tends to be masculine, 
while white and light tends to be 
feminine. A perfect white was chosen 
for the vanity, one of my favourite 
whites, Benjamin Moore’s CC-20. You 
cannot go wrong with white vanities in a 
bathroom – classic, timeless and bright. 
The crystal knobs gave a finishing touch 
to the simple lined vanity. 

Paint colours in the bathroom should 
be light and non-obtrusive in order to 
allow the tiles and stone to take centre 
stage. Getting away from all the grey 
and blue which is the trend these days, 

My two little clients were 
very happy with their 
bathroom and the open 
storage in the upper cabinet, 
which allowed them to 
display their favourite 
little trinkets

Cut Crystal perfume bottles 
in small and large. 

$19-$24. visit 
chapters.indigo.ca

I chose a soft blushy pink for the wall colour. This imparts a 
warm glow over the entire bath.

When designing a bathroom on a budget, keep two things 
in mind: plumbing and tiling. Try to keep all the plumbing 
fixtures where they are, since moving them can really add 
dollars to the bottom line. Your tile budget can easily explode 

– to keep this in check, I like to use a simple white porcelain 
3-by-6-in. or 2-by- 4-in. tile as my main tile and add a gorgeous 
mosaic and bullnose tile as an accent. In this case, we used a 
mosaic which had glass and marble in a combination of 
smooth and textured square. The sparkle added the perfect 
girly touch the bathroom needed.

When it comes to the plumbing fixtures, we often adore 
the sparkle of chrome or polished nickel in a bathroom. Yes, 
you have to wipe the water stains away, but the sparkle is 
what imparts that finishing touch. I often like to use a cool 
polished chrome in a white, more modern bathroom space, 
while polished nickel suits a more traditional bathroom with 
creamy finishes and stained vanities. There are no hard and 
fast rules in this department – it is much like cooking; all the 
ingredients have to work together in harmony, the tiles, floor, 
counter, vanity, paint and plumbing fixtures.

My two little clients were very happy with their bathroom 
and the open storage in the upper cabinet, which allowed 
them to display their favourite little trinkets.

there are no hard and fast 
rules in this department – it 
is much like cooking; all the 

ingredients have to work 
together in harmony, the tiles, 

floor, counter, vanity, paint 
and plumbing fixtures.
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toronto-based accredited Interior Designer, 
Evelyn Eshun, principal of Evelyn Eshun 
Design. For more than 14 years, she is known 
for her custom designed residential projects 
throughout the gta that showcase the space 
and bring out the best in you. evelyneshun.com

evelyn eshun

tips
››  Save on your budget 

by planning to keep the 
plumbing fixtures where 
they are, work with what 
you have and you will 
shave that bottom line.

››  A banjo top behind the 
toilet will give you ample 
storage, it only needs to 
be 6-in. to 8-in. deep.

››  Though brushed gold is 
the trend for faucets at 
the moment, choosing 
the classic polished 
chrome will give you a 
timeless look. As a bonus, 
it tends to be the most 
cost effective finish.

››  Choose a dark coloured 
grout to avoid seeing dirt 
gather in the grout lines 
over time. When  you do 
so, you create a more 
graphic look to your 

space, which can add to 
the design aesthetic.

››  Keep in mind that it will 
take six to eight weeks to 
get through the process 
of renovating the average 
bathroom and it can cost 
$10,000 to $20,000 for 
the average bathroom 
renovation.

››  Splurge on counters and 
plumbing fixtures. These 
elements will be put to 
the test daily.

››  Install your mirror from 
the counter to the edge 
of the vanity and all 
the way to the ceiling 
or underside of the 
moulding. It will double 
your space visually and 
brighten up the space 
tremendously. Splurge on counters 

and plumbing 
fixtures. these 
elements will 
be put to the 
test daily.
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FEATURE

In the prevIous two 

articles you met a family engaged 
in a renovation of a lifetime. They 
owned a spectacular piece of 
property high on the bank of the 
North Saskatchewan River where 
they lived in a house that was 
adequate but within the soul 
of their dream home rested… 
Their dream was of a home 
with a continuous view of the 
meandering river by day and the 
harvest moon by night. A place 
that would forever be “home” 
for their family, a gathering place 
for friends when invited, and a 
place that would bring justice to 
the majestic land that it stood on.  
This has been a romantic story of 
finding the right relationship for 
the magic of their dream to unfold. 

by MarIe soprovIch

The hallmarks  
a great renovation  of ParT 3

Homeowners Darren and Joyce did their due diligence in their quest for 
the renovation company in whom they could place their trust, their ideas 
and the dreams they held for their future. In this final chapter you will 
see the results of meticulous planning and problem identification, as well 
as the solutions that made everything work.  You also may share in some 
of the joy experienced as a result of a homeowner asking for what they 
wanted and taking the actions necessary to create it. This renovation 
was not without challenges unforeseen before the demolition started 
but with careful consideration to resources, need and possibility, along 
with open communication between the homeowner and the renovation 
company, the project navigated through in fine stead.   (If you’ve missed 
the earlier chapters of this story please call Home Decor and Renovations 
Magazine or Aquarian Renovations for a copy.) 

Who doesn’t love a happy ending? If you are renovating your house, 
a happy ending is always the desired outcome. For Joyce and Darren 
and their two teenagers, being able to move back into their beautifully 
renovated home three days before Christmas was the happiest ending 
imaginable. Fifteen year old Sarah had her heart set on decorating the 
Christmas tree in their newly renovated home and just may have done it 
even if the hardwood guys were still installing. But they were finished, in 
spite of a mix up on hardwood colors and a need to reorder and restock. 
Touchwood Flooring was tremendously accommodating and worked 
well into the night to make the family Christmas dream come true. What 
a tremendous work ethic and attention to detail! “We are loving our 
hardwood floors; they add so much character to the house – now we 
just need some furniture.” Joyce commented just before the holidays.  

The cabinets, flooring, lighting, electrical, bathrooms, bedroom 
closets were all new. The paint was fresh, new doors were perfectly 
hung and the new windows were sparkling clean. From the newly 
replaced roof to the reinforced foundation walls and everything in 
between, this house was ready for their owners to come home. “After 
years of planning and saving, our dream home has finally become a 
reality! We really feel that it is still very much our home – just a lot 
prettier! ...and that it finally does the property justice. I can’t tell you 
how much we simply enjoy just being home.” 

With two weeks of Christmas vacation ahead of them, a nice bottle 
of champagne, a freshly decorated Christmas tree and very open-
hearted and in-love with their new world, the owners settled in for one 
of their most memorable family together times in their lives. 

before

We really feel that it is still very 
much our home – just a lot prettier! 
...and that it finally does the property 
justice. i can’t tell you hoW much We 
simply enjoy just being home. 

The magic was spectacular. The joyful experience was worth ever 
grain of sawdust and every ratchet that the crane endured as it lifted the 
new roof into place only a few months earlier. Here is a glimpse into the 
joy the family was feeling on their first night with only three short sleeps 
to Christmas. “We are sitting in our beautiful kitchen listening to some jazz 
music, enjoying the ambiance of the fireplace… and just really enjoying 
being home! We spent most of the evening moving stuff in, putting a few 
things together and have finally settled down for a toast to the new house. 
I don’t think you can wipe the smiles off any of our faces! We are super 
happy to be back home and we were just saying to each other, it’s our 
home, except now it’s so beautiful and perfect in every way.” 

The Quality Control team from Aquarian (who earlier that day was 
everyone who wasn’t hurriedly finishing up other job sites for the 
Christmas break) had been on site removing any trace of renovation 
debris, cleaning, polishing, dusting and ensuring that not a trace of 
construction residue was left behind. Months later Joyce commented, 

“Never having gone through a renovation project before, we really had no 
idea how important it was to receive good service from your renovation 
company after the project is considered complete. When we did our final 
walk through you made it very clear that if we found anything that wasn’t 

100% to please let Aquarian know 
and that they would gladly come 
out and look after it. It is part of 
the warranty that is offered. We 
were impressed that as home 
owners we were encouraged to 
be picky about finishing touches. 
It just added to the level of 
confidence we already had in 
Aquarian Renovations.”

Renovating your home is a lot 
like buying artwork. Your home is 
a canvas with a painting already 
begun. A good renovation company 
is the artist who will finish the 
project. Renovating can be one of 
the most rewarding decisions you’ll 
ever make. Make the right choice 
and you will see a masterpiece 
every time you open your door! 

before
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prettier! ...and that it finally does the property justice. I can’t tell you 
how much we simply enjoy just being home.” 

With two weeks of Christmas vacation ahead of them, a nice bottle 
of champagne, a freshly decorated Christmas tree and very open-
hearted and in-love with their new world, the owners settled in for one 
of their most memorable family together times in their lives. 

before

We really feel that it is still very 
much our home – just a lot prettier! 
...and that it finally does the property 
justice. i can’t tell you hoW much We 
simply enjoy just being home. 

The magic was spectacular. The joyful experience was worth ever 
grain of sawdust and every ratchet that the crane endured as it lifted the 
new roof into place only a few months earlier. Here is a glimpse into the 
joy the family was feeling on their first night with only three short sleeps 
to Christmas. “We are sitting in our beautiful kitchen listening to some jazz 
music, enjoying the ambiance of the fireplace… and just really enjoying 
being home! We spent most of the evening moving stuff in, putting a few 
things together and have finally settled down for a toast to the new house. 
I don’t think you can wipe the smiles off any of our faces! We are super 
happy to be back home and we were just saying to each other, it’s our 
home, except now it’s so beautiful and perfect in every way.” 

The Quality Control team from Aquarian (who earlier that day was 
everyone who wasn’t hurriedly finishing up other job sites for the 
Christmas break) had been on site removing any trace of renovation 
debris, cleaning, polishing, dusting and ensuring that not a trace of 
construction residue was left behind. Months later Joyce commented, 

“Never having gone through a renovation project before, we really had no 
idea how important it was to receive good service from your renovation 
company after the project is considered complete. When we did our final 
walk through you made it very clear that if we found anything that wasn’t 

100% to please let Aquarian know 
and that they would gladly come 
out and look after it. It is part of 
the warranty that is offered. We 
were impressed that as home 
owners we were encouraged to 
be picky about finishing touches. 
It just added to the level of 
confidence we already had in 
Aquarian Renovations.”

Renovating your home is a lot 
like buying artwork. Your home is 
a canvas with a painting already 
begun. A good renovation company 
is the artist who will finish the 
project. Renovating can be one of 
the most rewarding decisions you’ll 
ever make. Make the right choice 
and you will see a masterpiece 
every time you open your door! 

before
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for a truly successful renovation that leaves a very 

satisfied homeowner and a happy contractor consider 

the following steps:
››  Find just the right company to do your work. Darren and 

Joyce said repeatedly through this renovation, “Hiring 
Aquarian was no accident. We did the research, asked many 
questions and found a company we could put our trust in. 
Once we were confident that we had the right renovator for 
our job, we knew we were in good hands and would be able 
to solve whatever renovation challenges came along.” 

››  Talk about budget and vision right from the start and then 
let the designers, architectural technologists and estimators 
put the perfect package together capturing what you want 
from your renovation. Joyce and Darren shared, “We just 
wanted to let you know how pleased and happy we are to 
be working with Aquarian Renovations. You have some 
phenomenal people employed who have been a pleasure to 
work with. The craftsmanship and service were excellent, 
communication has been great and the process has been 
surprisingly easy.”  

››  Remember, you might be asked to invest more for a 
renovator who can deliver the best product and service. 
The quality you receive makes the value of your investment 
worth the price. 

››  Be an educated consumer and be sure to talk to previous 
customers to validate this very important point and ask 
them the questions that are floating around your head in the 
middle of the night. Visit other projects both completed and 
in progress. Talk to other customers who are working with 
the renovator you are considering. This is what doing your 
due diligence looks like. Be informed. Back up your decision 
with knowledge and you’ll feel more comfortable spending 
your dollars on the best you can afford.

The attention is in the details and it was the details that 
caused this renovation to be both a masterpiece and a gift 
to all involved. The Aquarian team love what they do and 
feel very privileged to have the opportunity to work on such 
beautiful homes. The only reason they are able to be as 
creative and artistic as they are is because of there amazing 
clients who allowed them creative liberty and trusted them 
with their situation. At the end of the day Aquarian staff takes 
tremendous pleasure in seeing this project or any project 
that they are working on turn into a exquisite dream home. 
Working with a family like Darren and Joyce and their two 
teenagers who live in such a beautiful space reminds us 
all of why we love what we do so much. It truly is a happy 
ending to a great story and the admiration of renovator and 
homeowner is mutual. As the happy family on the river bank 
settle back into their rejuvenated castle, surrounded by the 
great outdoors on one side and the North Saskatchewan River 
on the other, an aspect of Victorian philosophy comes to mind 
that when we live in a beautiful environment we are inspired 
to live a beautiful, more productive and fulfilled life which 
surely includes living happily ever after. 

MarIe soprovIch 
owner of aquarIan renovatIons; 
wrIter, vIsIonary, Leader.   

visit www.aquarianrenovations.com 
or call 780.481.7671
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Gienow Windows & Doors has been providing quality windows and doors for 
more than 65 years. Call today for a free in-home consultation and find out 
how you too can live comfortably, no matter what’s out there. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:  9704 - 12 AVENUE S.W., EDMONTON   |   780.454.RENO (7366)   |   GIENOW.COM

Live Comfortably... 
No matter what’s out there.
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Edmonton Renovations Home Improvement & Design reaches 
more qualified readers than any other home improvement 
publication. Our readers are looking for project ideas and 
connections to professionals that specialize in home 
improvement, design and construction. Within our colourful, 
informative format, we can highlight your business, product or 
service in the best possible way: with creative advertising and/
or informative articles and profiles. It’s the best way to get 
your business the valuable exposure it needs!

Next issue ad deadline 
june 19, 2013

Distribution starts 
july 5, 2013



tipsandtricks

by Rachael KalinsKy  

1  PrePare your organizing Tools. Just like any project 
or recipe, we need the necessary tools or ingredients before 
we can get started. The same goes for getting organized. 

here are my key ingredients for a successful 

de-cluttering session:

» Black bags for garbage
» Blue bags or bin for recycling
» Clear bags or recycled boxes for items to be donated  

A calmer 
home in  

5 steps
» Two large bins or boxes: 

›  One to act as a “Maybe bin” for those items that you’re 
struggling to make a decision on

›  The other to act as a “Relocate bin” for items that belong 
in another room – the key to staying focused is to not leave 
the room you’re working on until it’s complete

» Marker and role of masking tape 
›  To label your bins or make reminder notes on items such 

as “replace button” or “return to store.” 

rachael kalinsky  
Rachael Kalinsky, Professional Organizer and 
Owner of Order in the House, takes pride in 
helping her clients live a more balanced life 
through the process of de-cluttering, creating 
customized solutions and encouraging positive 
habits to maintain an organized space.  
For more information visit orderinthehouse.ca

2  KeeP only The iTems you use or loVe. Your 
possessions should either serve a purpose or reflect who 
you are, and everything should have its place. As you begin 
the de-cluttering process, you should unquestionably get 
rid of anything that’s collecting dust, feels uncomfortable, 
doesn’t fit, doesn’t work, or creates a negative emotion – 
leaving only the items you use or love.  

3  sTarT wiTh your sTorage areas. We in the 
organizing profession often advise our clients to pick an 
area and start small. While this is very true, I also suggest 
starting with storage areas such as the basement, garage, 
or that spare room that’s become the “dumping ground.” 

Our storage areas are often the place where things we 
don’t use or love end up, therefore they tend to be easier 
items to make decisions on and help us get into the de-
cluttering groove.    

Secondly, our storage areas are intended for items we 
don’t use regularly, such as seasonal clothing, sporting gear, 
luggage and extra household supplies. Getting rid of the 
unnecessary makes space for the items that should filter into 
storage as we move onto de-cluttering the rest of the home. 

4  CreaTe a PlaCe for eVeryThing. Now that you’ve 
gotten rid of all the items you no longer use or love, it’s 

time to create a “home” for everything that’s left. Install a 
hook to hang your keys as you walk in the door, use baskets 
to keep like items together, and dedicate a letter tray to 
consolidate incoming mail, bills to pay and notices to address. 
Having a home for everything will eliminate the piles from 
building up again.      

5  Deal wiTh iT now. Once you’ve de-cluttered and set up 
systems for where things belong, it’s important to get into 
the habit of always putting things back. It only takes a second 
to hang your keys as you walk in the door, put away the clean 
laundry, or put the kids books/toys back on the shelf. Doing it 
right away will save you time in the long run and eliminate that 
nagging and overwhelming feeling that occurs when things 
start to pile up.

With Alberta’s BEST HELOC at

Update your home, buy a new car or pay down high-interest debt.  
With the flexibility to access your credit at anytime, you can do a lot…  

but paying too much interest isn’t one of them.

Visit your local ATB branch or call 1-888-404-4646 today.

atb.com/greatrate

On approved credit. Rates and offer as of February 15, 2013 and can expire without notice. Variable rate based on ATB’s prime lending rate, which can fluctuate without notice. The Prime Rate on February 15, 2013  
vis 3.00%. Upon expiry of the promotional rate, the HELOC rate will revert back to the documented rate you qualified for at time of application. Maximum equity percentages will apply and are subject to any prior 

outstanding mortgage or other encumbrances. Some conditions, set up fees, and minimum amounts may apply. Residential properties only. See branch for further details. ™ Trademarks of Alberta Treasury Branches.

It’s time to 
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Deco 
Delight

1  CY-9507-SN Chandelier.  
$890. Visit barrymorefurniture.com

2  Lismore Essence Saucer Champagne  
by Waterford Wedgwood.  
$235 for set of two. Visit thebay.com 

3  Fleming Chair.  
$1,995. Visit elte.com  

4  The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald.  
$10. Visit chapters.inDigo.ca  

5  Hayworth Mirror and Vanity.  
$260-$490. Visit pier1.ca

6  Mirror.  
$80. Visit bouclair.com

1

4 5 6

2 3

feature

I’m inspired by the upcoming remake of. Scott Fitzgerald’s 
The Great Gatsby, which will be in theatres this month.  
I want to decorate my space with art deco inspired  
pieces from the glamourous age of the 1920s.

by sara Duck
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VIBRANT
spring colours

MAY - JUNE 2013

OUTDOOR
LIVING

SPRING
SPRUCE-UP 

SAFETY 
CHECKLIST



Winter is over. spring has sprung. Time to dust off 
the annual chore list. Before you roll up your sleeves and 
tackle the dirty work, though, you should review (and save) 
this spring safety checklist, compiled with input from our 
friends at the Electrical Safety Authority (ESA). It will ensure 
your seasonal spruce-up is a blooming good time–and not a 
bundle of accidents waiting to happen.

» If electrical work is in your plans, consult a licensed 
electrical contractor. They will ensure your spring-renovation 
projects are completed in a safe manner, consistent with 
codes, protecting you and your family from electrical shock 
and fire hazards. Licensed electrical contractors are the only 
ones who you can legally hire to do such work in your home 
in Ontario.

» Spring is the perfect time to build something new, but you 
may be in for a shock if you aren’t aware of underground 
hazards. Check with your local utility companies to mark 
underground electrical wires or gas and water mains before 
you start any digging. Avoid doing any work directly under or 
beside these areas.  Remember: Always call before you dig. 

» With flowers soon to bloom, your green thumb is likely 
itching. Be sure to plant large shrubs and trees at least three 
feet (one metre) away from hydro poles, powerlines and other 
utility equipment. Keeping clear access to utility poles allows 
professionals to safely perform inspections and repairs – and 
will prevent much bigger headaches down the road.

» Before entertaining in your backyard, make sure your 
outdoor recreation routine involves a thorough inspection 
of your yard. If there are tree limbs within three metres 
of powerlines anywhere on your property, contact a 
professional to clear them.  Do not attempt to do it yourself. 

» What better time than spring to dust off your barbecue, 
outdoor appliances and garden and power tools? Before you 
use them, check if any of the electrical cords have cracked or 
frayed, or if plugs have broken. If so, repair or replace the tool.

Spring spruce-up  

safety  
checklist

 
» Never stand on wet floors or moist grass when using 
electrical tools. Wear rubber-soled shoes when using them, 
as the wet ground can conduct electricity. Keep your outdoor 
tools unplugged in a safe and dry area when not in use.

» If you’ll be doing any outdoor cleaning or maintenance using 
a ladder, watch out for overhead wires. Placing any ladder 
near powerlines is dangerous, even if it’s not metal. Be aware 
of where powerlines are located–and keep at least 10 feet 
(about three metres) away. 

Once you’ve checked all the items off your spring-cleaning list, 
sit back, relax and enjoy the season!

For even more tips on how to stay safe around your 
home, please visit powerlinesafety.ca

Before you roll up your 
SleeveS and tackle the dirty 
work, though, you Should 
review (and Save) thiS Spring 
Safety checkliSt, compiled 
with input from our friendS 
at the electrical Safety 
authority.

outdoor living
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®

CANFAB PRODUCTS LTD.

• European Retractable Awning Systems

• Edmonton’s only Factory Authorized  
“Marcesa™”  Dealer

• The Finest Selection Of Awning 
Fabrics Including

• Automation Options by

• Free In Home Estimates 

• Visit our showroom

Make The Most of Summer
With Patio & Deck Awnings

For Expert Installation Call
780-451-4341    
www.canfabproducts.ca
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Edmonton’s exciting home 
improvement & design magazine

Expert design advice for free!
Featuring the newest and hottest design 
trends for your home, inside and out

Call Renovations today to be part 
of our exciting next issue!  



RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPE 
CONSTRUCTION

SOD, TREES, BUSHES, 
WATER FEATURES AND 
CUSTOM DESIGNED PATIOS

A R T I F I C I A L  T U R F .  
PUTTING GREENS, DECKS , 
FLOWER BEDS

CUSTOM DESIGNED 
DRIVEWAYS 

AND EDGING

SLATE WALKWAYS 
AND PATIOS

PROVIDING  LANDSCAPING & COMMERCIAL SNOW REMOVAL 
TO EDMONTON & SURROUNDING AREA.

Shane’s Landscaping & Contracting ltd. specializes in residential and estate landscape construction. From pilings to patios, driveways,
retaining walls, lighting, walkways, fences, water features, garden beds, boulders, barbeques, fire pits and the new synthetics grasses.

Our team of friendly knowledgeable and hardworking staff can make your landscaping dream a reality.

Making your Landscaping  Dream a reality

FENCE & DECK
CONSTRUCTION 
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SNOW REMOVAL

CUSTOM WATER FALLS, 
WATER FEATURES, 

PONDS

ROCK GARDENS, CUSTOM 
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CUSTOM WOOD FENCING
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Shane’s Landscaping & Contracting ltd. specializes in residential and estate landscape construction. From pilings to patios, driveways,
retaining walls, lighting, walkways, fences, water features, garden beds, boulders, barbeques, fire pits and the new synthetics grasses.

Our team of friendly knowledgeable and hardworking staff can make your landscaping dream a reality. 780.983.8233 - www.shaneslandscaping.com

Making your Landscaping  Dream a reality

SHANE’S LANDSCAPING
& CONTRACTING LTD.

MENTION THIS AD AND 
RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT



RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPE 
CONSTRUCTION

SOD, TREES, BUSHES, 
WATER FEATURES AND 
CUSTOM DESIGNED PATIOS

A R T I F I C I A L  T U R F .  
PUTTING GREENS, DECKS , 
FLOWER BEDS

CUSTOM DESIGNED 
DRIVEWAYS 

AND EDGING

SLATE WALKWAYS 
AND PATIOS

PROVIDING  LANDSCAPING & COMMERCIAL SNOW REMOVAL 
TO EDMONTON & SURROUNDING AREA.

Shane’s Landscaping & Contracting ltd. specializes in residential and estate landscape construction. From pilings to patios, driveways,
retaining walls, lighting, walkways, fences, water features, garden beds, boulders, barbeques, fire pits and the new synthetics grasses.

Our team of friendly knowledgeable and hardworking staff can make your landscaping dream a reality.

Making your Landscaping  Dream a reality

FENCE & DECK
CONSTRUCTION 

COMMERCIAL
SNOW REMOVAL

CUSTOM WATER FALLS, 
WATER FEATURES, 

PONDS

ROCK GARDENS, CUSTOM 
EDGING AND WROUGHT
IRON FENCING

RETAINING WALLS, 
STONE PATIO AND STAIRS. 
CUSTOM WOOD FENCING

PROVIDING  LANDSCAPING & COMMERCIAL SNOW REMOVAL 
TO EDMONTON & SURROUNDING AREA.

Shane’s Landscaping & Contracting ltd. specializes in residential and estate landscape construction. From pilings to patios, driveways,
retaining walls, lighting, walkways, fences, water features, garden beds, boulders, barbeques, fire pits and the new synthetics grasses.

Our team of friendly knowledgeable and hardworking staff can make your landscaping dream a reality. 780.983.8233 - www.shaneslandscaping.com

Making your Landscaping  Dream a reality

SHANE’S LANDSCAPING
& CONTRACTING LTD.

MENTION THIS AD AND 
RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT



Vibrant�
spring colours

"�Mary,�Mary,�quite�contrary.�
How�does�your�garden�grow?�
With�silver�bells�and�cockle�shells��
and�pretty�maids�all�in�a�row!"�
(Old English nursEry rhymE, c. 1744)

What a happy fEEling it 

conjures to think about spring 
gardening again! Spring is the best 
time to start planning our potted 
arrangements. Whether you are an 
experienced pro or an enthusiastic 
novice, adding colourful plants to 
brighten up your home is very easy. 

Basic Tips for 
Container Gardening.
1. crEativE visualizatiOn

Creative visualization has been used 
as a relaxation technique for ages. 
It is also a quick and easy way to 
manifest your container planting. 
In the blink of an eye one can be 
transported to gardening heaven! 
Close your eyes for a moment and 
visualize your favorite colours this 
year. Is it bright and bold or an array 
of pastels? Do you see eye-catching 
contrasts or monotone themes? 

2. gO shOpping

Once your creative pictures have 
taken hold in your mind‘s eye, it 
is time to head over to your local 
greenhouse. Translate the colours 
into actual plants which will fit the 
colour scheme. Do not complicate 
things by focusing on Latin names 
or scientific terminology. To micro 

by ushEda akbar-shanks

manage this project will kill the spontaneity. Too 
much knowledge will enable procrastination to creep 
in. Go with the flow and think in terms of "quick and 
easy". A few pots should take a couple of hours to 
complete, including the shopping! 

3. sizE, shapE and lOcatiOn

Decide ahead of time what the size, shape and 
colour of your plant pots will be, especially if it is 
flanking your front elevation. Your largest pots will 
definitely look good here. Try to coordinate your pot 
colours with your stone/brick work, siding and trim 
colours. For houses having darker exterior colours, 
keep the pots close in colour to this. The same can 
be said for lighter colours. Walkways, front porch 
steps and verandahs are good locations for pots. A 
semi-sheltered spot is preferable in the likely event 
of a rain shower. Balance your shapes by mixing 
a few different sizes and shapes together for an 
eye-catching mix. If your elevation is modern and 
elongated, then use elongated pots, and so on. 

4. add layErs and tExturE.

If you have read my articles on Interior decor, I 
always emphasize layering and texture. The same 
holds true for gardening. Use the three colour rule to 
add interest and dimension, otherwise your basket 
will look boring and cheap! Start with three different 
plants. Use tall grassy plants in the centre of the 
pot, or rear of a flower bed. Place other interesting 
plants in the middle, and lastly, drape the vines and 
cascading plants over the sides of the pot where 
there is more room to flourish.

if�you�are�not�
sure�WHicH�
coMbinations�
Will�Work�
Well�togetHer,�
please�do�not�
Hesitate�to�ask�
tHe�greenHouse�
staff.�i�HaVe�
learned�quite�
a�bit�by�siMply�
asking�and�
listening.�

OutdOOr living

28 home décor and renovations may - junE 2013 



decide�aHead�of�tiMe�
WHat�tHe�size,�sHape�and�
colour�of�your�plant�
pots�Will�be,�especially�
if�it�is�flanking�your�
front�eleVation.�

 
5. striking cOlOur cOmbinatiOns

If you are not sure which combinations will work 
well together, please do not hesitate to ask the 
greenhouse staff. I have learned quite a bit by simply 
asking and listening. Some of these people are 
walking encyclopedias when it comes to gardening!

Some Plant Considerations Are:
›  colour, colour, colour  

Will you use different shades of the same hue 
like purples and lilacs for instance? Some striking 
colour combinations are purples, reds, oranges 
coupled with greens of the added foliage. Whites, 
yellows and blues go well together. Always add at 
least two or three decorative leafy plants. This adds  
much needed complexity and can be used to  
cover bare ‘patches’. Fill up your flower beds  
‘gaps‘ with many a splendored leafy concoction  
for an amazingly professional finish.

OutdOOr living
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›  hardiness (especially in early spring) 

Wisely choose plants that will 
withstand our cooler spring days.  
Add the rest in late spring.

›  annual or perennial  

By all means mix the two types. 
Remember nothing lasts forever, and 
half the joy of gardening is selecting 
new annuals each year! 

›  low growing, tall, bushy  

Some plants will outgrow the pot very 
rapidly, but can always be transplanted 
to a bigger pot, or a flower bed.

›  compact, vines, cascading, fast 

growing, frequency of blooms  

(one period or perpetual)  
For instance some decorative roses will 
bloom all season long, and into late fall, 
while others only bloom once. Some 
plants will start their bloom early in the 
season, while others may bloom much 
later in July. Mixing different blooming 
types will ensure a pretty garden.

›  attraction for butterflies, 

hummingbirds etc. 

› fragrance

› drought, heat tolerance, shade loving

ushEda akbar-shanks 
b.a. sOciOlOgy, urban studiEs and dEsign 
Freelance Writer, Intuitive Designer �

phone�780.484.3664�edmonton,�ab.�
e-mail�ushanks@shaw.ca

beautify�your�
World�by�adding�
Vibrant�colour�

and�coMplex�
textures�to�

your�landscape�
design.�potted�
arrangeMents�

are�fun�and�easy�
to�create.�a�tHing�
of�beauty�is�a�joy�

foreVer,�and�WHen�
tHis�season�is�oVer�
you�can�start�oVer�
again�next�season.

Beautify your world by adding vibrant 
colour and complex textures to your 
landscape design. Potted arrangements 
are fun and easy to create. A thing of 
beauty is a joy forever, and when this 
season is over you can start over again 
next season. Take pride in your creative 
gardening efforts and you will definitely 
feel a sense of accomplishment to last 
all season long!

OutdOOr living
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F
or over 34 years Renovations of 
Excellence has been specializing in 
design and renovation projects. 

Offering customers exceptional project 
management, owner Lou Soucy ensures 
the entire renovation process is a 
professional and comfortable experience. 
With communication an integral aspect 
of the company’s core, customers can be 
sure that their requests and needs are a 
top priority from the initial consultation 
through the finished product. From 
whole home renovations, second storey 
additions, and basement developments, 
to custom built homes and commercial 
leasehold improvements, Renovations of 
Excellence can handle all your home and 
office renovation projects.

Renovations of Excellence   
“ThERE is No subsTiTuTioN foR ExpERiENcE”

by saliNa YaRa halabi

Renovations oF eXCeLLenCe  businessproFile 

For more information or to see more 
amazing transformations visit the 
Renovations of Excellence website 
at www.wedorenos.com or call 
Lou Soucy at 780.441.1243 to book 
your free consultation.

afTER | ExTERioR RENovaTioNs

afTER | kiTchEN RENovaTioNs

afTER | basEmENT RENovaTioNs

bEfoRE

bEfoRE

bEfoRE
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QI had a good question posed by a loyal reader 
who asks if carbon monoxide (CO) alarms are 

mandatory in houses.

AIn a word, yes. The 2006 Alberta Building Code 
contains provisions requiring for carbon monoxide 

alarms to be installed in all new residential construction 
containing a fuel-burning appliance, a solid-fuel-burning 
appliance or a storage garage.

Where a fuel-burning appliance is installed in a suite 
of residential occupancy, a carbon monoxide alarm shall 
be installed: 
›› Inside each bedroom, or 
›› Outside each bedroom, within 5m of each bedroom door. 

Where a fuel-burning appliance is installed in a service 
room that is not in a suite of residential occupancy, each 
suite that shares a wall or a fl oor/ceiling assembly with the 
service room shall have a carbon monoxide alarm installed: 
›› Inside each bedroom or outside each bedroom within 
5m of each bedroom door, and 
›› In the service room. 

Where a solid-fuel-burning appliance is installed in a 
suite of residential occupancy, a carbon monoxide alarm 
shall be installed: 
›› On or near the ceiling in the room containing the solid-
fuel-burning appliance. 

Each suite that shares a wall or fl oor/ceiling assembly 
with a storage garage or that is adjacent to an attic or crawl 
space to which the storage garage is also adjacent, 
a carbon monoxide alarm shall be installed: 
›› Inside each bedroom, or 
›› Outside each bedroom, within 5m of each bedroom door. 

It is important to note that in addition to being a certifi ed 
product, CO alarms must be mechanically fi xed to a surface 
at a height recommended by the manufacturer, and have no 
disconnect switch between the over-current device and the 
CO alarm when the CO alarm is powered by the dwelling 
unit’s electrical system. 

MICHAEL NYIKES 
Michael is a nationally recognized 
speaker, columnist, and leading 
industry expert on building codes, 
residential construction, building 
envelope science, and environmental 
design. He can be reached at 
decodingthecode@gmail.com

TIPSANDTRICKS

Both battery operated alarms 
and alarms that are connected to the 
dwelling unit’s electrical system are 
acceptable. The average lifespan of 
CO alarms varies. There are several 
models on the market with many 
different features such as indicators 
to let the user know when they need 
to be replaced or power supply backups. 
Check your model to ensure that it has 
the features you need.

Future Decoding the Code columns 

will continue to answer readers’ 

questions about how the provincial 

building code affects their projects. 

Email your questions to me at 

decodingthecode@gmail.com. Be 

sure to include which city you live in, 

as well as your phone number in case 

I need to follow up with you.

Decoding
the code
by MICHAEL NYIKES

32 home décor and renovations may - junE 2013 



CONTACT INFO: 
MoJo Design Inc.   #1, 10340  - 134 Street,  
Edmonton, AB   (780) 455-5229

PROUD PARTNERS WITH: 

Signature Lane Interiors
(780) 453-2200
www.signaturelaneinteriors.ca

Hunter Douglas Window Fashions
www.hunterdouglas.ca

OUR SERVICES

• Interior Design & Decorating 
• Hunter Douglas Blinds 
• Renovation Planning & 
   Consulting
• Home Staging/Home Styling
• Custom Drapery 
• Upholstery & Custom Furniture

mojodesigninc.com
VISIT OUR DESIGN CENTER 

IN GLENORA OR ON-LINE AT 

Have you had your home MoJo’d yet?



TIPSANDTRICKS

“PRICES – IT IS UNWISE TO PAY TOO MUCH. IT’S WORSE TO 

pay too little. When you pay too little, you sometimes lose 
everything because the thing you bought was incapable of 
doing the thing it was bought to do. The common law of 
business balance prohibits paying a little and getting a lot. It 
can’t be done. If you deal with the lowest bidder, it is well to 
add something for the risk you run. And if you do that, you will 
have enough to pay for something better. There is hardly 
anything in the world that someone can’t make a little worse 
and sell a little cheaper, and people who consider price alone 
are this man’s lawful prey.” John Ruskin (1819 – 1900)

Home renovation reality TV shows have sparked a real 
interest in renovating and have made “experts” of many. It 

RenoMark
Pricing your renovation

for success!

is true that the average consumer has 
access to more resources than ever 
before and can become a very savvy 
buyer. Being informed about your 
purchases, especially the big ones, is 
a very important goal. The market is 
flooded with materials to help 
homeowners get excited about design, 
product choice, colours, textures and the 
fun you are going to have impressing all 
your friends in your newly renovated 
spaces. The buzz of creating a renovation 
sells and the media has done a top notch 
job on capturing the audience with this 
idea. One thing that is sorrowfully lacking 
however is the realistic pricing that 
ultimately comes with a renovation that 
is priced for reality and for success. 
Being realistic about the actual costs 
involved is often thought of as the “least 
fun” part of a renovation. Talking about 
the numbers, however, is so important 
and this essential money conversation 

should be had right up front so that both the renovator and the 
homeowner are on the same page. We have all heard of 
renovation horror stories that started with a great price. If the 
lowest price is what you are looking for you are inviting trouble 
into your home. There are lots of reasons why the lowest price 
is a serious red flag! Did you know that many of the prices you 
hear on these “reality” shows only include 
the cost of product which is often reduced because of the 
product placement opportunity that the reality TV shows offer. 
Also many of these shows do not include the cost of labour or 
permitting because these too have been donated in exchange 
for the value of exposure provided by being on the show. 
A real world savvy buyer, doing their due diligence, will engage 
in some serious research when looking for a quality renovator 
and will not be caught up in the hype of Hollywood. RenoMark 
is a ready-made short list that offers a selection of established 
renovators and suppliers who will give you quality service, 
excellent workmanship, a fair and market-value price but most 
importantly, peace of mind. The bonus on this whole process, 
along with a good night sleep, is of course bragging rights for 
your stellar renovation. 

SOME QUESTIONS TO ASK AS YOU PROSPECT

A RENOVATOR INCLUDE:

›  Do you offer design services, 3D renderings, blue prints 
or interior design service? 

›  What level of supervision do you provide to assure job 
completion and management? 

›  Do you provide a fixed price contract, a pre-construction 
meeting, guaranteed pricing, interior protection, job site 
cleanliness, regular meetings and a 2 year warranty?

›  What about taking care of permits and city inspections? 
›   What are your policies and procedures for your 
subcontractors and who are they anyway?

›  Do you provide Workers Compensation clearances, 
have insurance and provide a project schedule that 
is updated weekly?

›  Do you have a list of past clients and subcontractors that 
I can call to do a reference check?

›  What about communication? How do 
I contact you if I have a concern or want to check in?

RENOMARK EDMONTON – 
WWW.RENOMARK.CA
The program identifies those renovation 
contractors who have agreed to CHBA – 
Edmonton Region’s code of ethics, as well 
as a renovation-specific code of conduct, 
they provide warranties, understand the 
value of customer service, and continually 
educate themselves regarding current trends, 
materials and regulations.

When you hire a professional RenoMark 

renovator you can be assured that you are 

getting a renovator who works by a code 

of ethics, is going to give you a written 

contract, a minimal two year warranty 

on their work and the breathing space for 

one good night sleep after another. Call a 

RenoMark renovator today.

www.renomark.ca/edmontonregion/home

A Few other resources to support you

to be an educated consumer:

››  Money Sense magazine, a Canadian 
Business publication has a great article 
on Home Renovation Reality Check. 
Well worth a read. http://www.
moneysense.ca/2013/02/15/home-
renovation-reality-check/

››  Canadian Home Builders guide to 
Residential Renovation Contracts. 

››  http://www.chba.ca/uploads/Tools
%20for%20Builders/
RenovationContracts2ndEd-Aug10.pdf

Photos courtesy of HomeStyle Construction Ltd
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TIPSANDTRICKS

“PRICES – IT IS UNWISE TO PAY TOO MUCH. IT’S WORSE TO 

pay too little. When you pay too little, you sometimes lose 
everything because the thing you bought was incapable of 
doing the thing it was bought to do. The common law of 
business balance prohibits paying a little and getting a lot. It 
can’t be done. If you deal with the lowest bidder, it is well to 
add something for the risk you run. And if you do that, you will 
have enough to pay for something better. There is hardly 
anything in the world that someone can’t make a little worse 
and sell a little cheaper, and people who consider price alone 
are this man’s lawful prey.” John Ruskin (1819 – 1900)

Home renovation reality TV shows have sparked a real 
interest in renovating and have made “experts” of many. It 

RenoMark
Pricing your renovation

for success!

is true that the average consumer has 
access to more resources than ever 
before and can become a very savvy 
buyer. Being informed about your 
purchases, especially the big ones, is 
a very important goal. The market is 
flooded with materials to help 
homeowners get excited about design, 
product choice, colours, textures and the 
fun you are going to have impressing all 
your friends in your newly renovated 
spaces. The buzz of creating a renovation 
sells and the media has done a top notch 
job on capturing the audience with this 
idea. One thing that is sorrowfully lacking 
however is the realistic pricing that 
ultimately comes with a renovation that 
is priced for reality and for success. 
Being realistic about the actual costs 
involved is often thought of as the “least 
fun” part of a renovation. Talking about 
the numbers, however, is so important 
and this essential money conversation 

should be had right up front so that both the renovator and the 
homeowner are on the same page. We have all heard of 
renovation horror stories that started with a great price. If the 
lowest price is what you are looking for you are inviting trouble 
into your home. There are lots of reasons why the lowest price 
is a serious red flag! Did you know that many of the prices you 
hear on these “reality” shows only include 
the cost of product which is often reduced because of the 
product placement opportunity that the reality TV shows offer. 
Also many of these shows do not include the cost of labour or 
permitting because these too have been donated in exchange 
for the value of exposure provided by being on the show. 
A real world savvy buyer, doing their due diligence, will engage 
in some serious research when looking for a quality renovator 
and will not be caught up in the hype of Hollywood. RenoMark 
is a ready-made short list that offers a selection of established 
renovators and suppliers who will give you quality service, 
excellent workmanship, a fair and market-value price but most 
importantly, peace of mind. The bonus on this whole process, 
along with a good night sleep, is of course bragging rights for 
your stellar renovation. 

SOME QUESTIONS TO ASK AS YOU PROSPECT

A RENOVATOR INCLUDE:

›  Do you offer design services, 3D renderings, blue prints 
or interior design service? 

›  What level of supervision do you provide to assure job 
completion and management? 

›  Do you provide a fixed price contract, a pre-construction 
meeting, guaranteed pricing, interior protection, job site 
cleanliness, regular meetings and a 2 year warranty?

›  What about taking care of permits and city inspections? 
›   What are your policies and procedures for your 
subcontractors and who are they anyway?

›  Do you provide Workers Compensation clearances, 
have insurance and provide a project schedule that 
is updated weekly?

›  Do you have a list of past clients and subcontractors that 
I can call to do a reference check?

›  What about communication? How do 
I contact you if I have a concern or want to check in?

RENOMARK EDMONTON – 
WWW.RENOMARK.CA
The program identifies those renovation 
contractors who have agreed to CHBA – 
Edmonton Region’s code of ethics, as well 
as a renovation-specific code of conduct, 
they provide warranties, understand the 
value of customer service, and continually 
educate themselves regarding current trends, 
materials and regulations.

When you hire a professional RenoMark 

renovator you can be assured that you are 

getting a renovator who works by a code 

of ethics, is going to give you a written 

contract, a minimal two year warranty 

on their work and the breathing space for 

one good night sleep after another. Call a 

RenoMark renovator today.

www.renomark.ca/edmontonregion/home

A Few other resources to support you

to be an educated consumer:

››  Money Sense magazine, a Canadian 
Business publication has a great article 
on Home Renovation Reality Check. 
Well worth a read. http://www.
moneysense.ca/2013/02/15/home-
renovation-reality-check/

››  Canadian Home Builders guide to 
Residential Renovation Contracts. 

››  http://www.chba.ca/uploads/Tools
%20for%20Builders/
RenovationContracts2ndEd-Aug10.pdf

Photos courtesy of HomeStyle Construction Ltd
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businessprofile payless wholesale flooring & lighting inc.

H
ave you imagined luxurious, double fired Italian 
Murano Glass tiles, exotic hardwood flooring, 
sparkling, elegant Austrian crystal chandeliers and 

unique light fixtures... well, imagine no more. Just step into 
Payless Wholesale Flooring for the experience of a life time. 

Whether you have a new project or a redesign, Payless 
Wholesale Flooring will assist you with experienced in-house 
design consultants and project managers. With no middleman, 
low overhead and high volume, Payless truly delivers the 
best price, professional installation and the most impressive 
selection of absolutely thousands of outstanding products in 
tiles, hardwoods, laminates, carpets, and lighting from around 
the world. If you desire the latest new flooring, backsplashes, 
countertops, or interesting light fixtures, Payless is a ‘must’ 
for your first and last stop. 

“Average residential client purchases 1000 sq ft – they 
come in to do one room and end up doing the whole house - 
that’s how good our product and installation prices are,” says 
hands-on owner Raj Gill. “We cut out the hassle because we 
know what is in the market and what the people want.“ With 
years of experience in project managing, home building and 
product knowledge, hands–on owner Raj Gill takes great pride 
in providing solid information and artisanship to all his clients. 
Raj is relentless in his worldwide search for the latest 
products, styles and trends, purchasing from countries such 
as Germany, Spain, China, India and more. He is as passionate 
about design as he is customer satisfaction.

Along with the spectacular 7000 sq. ft. Edmonton 
showroom, Payless is proud of their quick delivery including 

Payless Wholesale 
Flooring & lighting inc.
luxurious, exotic 
and distinctively yours...
by candace l. smith

WitH no middleman, 
loW overHead 
and HigH volume, 
payless truly 
delivers tHe best 
price, professional 
installation and 
tHe most impressive 
selection of 
absolutely 
tHousands of 
outstanding 
products in tiles, 
HardWoods, 
laminates, carpets, 
and ligHting from 
around tHe World.
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Payless Wholesale 
Flooring & lighting inc.
luxurious, exotic 
and distinctively yours...

overnight delivery from their 40,000 
sq.ft. Vancouver warehouse. Payless is 
serious about providing prompt 
installations by experienced artisans 
to further complement this exciting 
company. Payless Wholesale Flooring 
& Lighting is found everywhere from 
lavish estates to small condos and has 
one of the highest volume sales of high 
end products. “What we sell is what we 
use in our showrooms and in our own 
homes – real deals, on real products 
not knock offs,” Raj says emphatically.

“Luxury at a very affordable price”, 
is the philosophy Raj Gill believes and 
guarantees his customers regardless 
of whom they are – large commercial 
or the individual residential, lavish 
estate or downtown apartment. Payless 
Wholesale Flooring & Lighting Inc. 
treats everyone the same – whether 
you are a contractor or a home owner - 
fantastic products and installations, with 
unbelievable low pricing - 30-50% less 
than competitors!

Check out the Payless interactive 
website at www.paylessfloors.ca 
and take the guess work out of making 
a flooring decision. Filled with the 
magnificent and unique detailing of 
their superior products both the 
website and Payless catalogue 
concisely explain company policy, no 
guesswork for the client.  These high 
end goods and pristine craftsmanship 

must be seen to truly be appreciated - even so, you won’t believe the low prices. 
Shop at either their secure on-line store or experience the exciting, extensive 

showroom at 18415-104 Ave, Edmonton and get direct assistance from Raj in 
planning your next project.  Bring in your ideas and play with the products while 
sitting in the Design Section - everything you need at your finger tips. 

Stop imagining your dream project! Turn it into an exciting reality at Payless 
Wholesale Flooring...

Payless Wholesale Flooring & lighting inc. 
address 18415- 104 avenue edmonton, alberta. t5s 2v8 canada 
Phone 780.487.2700 Fax 780.487.2707 Web www.paylessfloors.ca

“ luxury at a very 
affordable price”, 
is tHe pHilosopHy 
raj gill believes 
and guarantees 
His customers 
regardless of 
WHom tHey are 
–large commercial 
or tHe individual 
residential, 
lavisH estate 
or doWntoWn 
apartment.

• Porcelain
• Granite
• Carpet
• Ceramic
• Hardwood
• Laminate
• Medallians
• Mosaics
• Lighting

18415 – 104 Avenue
Edmonton , Alberta  T5S 2V8

P: 780.487.2700 • F: 780.487.2707
WWW.PAYLESSFLOORS.CA

Distributor 
and Wholesale 
Prices for the

General Public

Unbeatable 
Quality at

Unbeatable Prices!
Large In-stock 

supplies Available!

 Over 7,000 Sq. Ft. 
Showroom! 

NOW OPEN

NEW

Supply & Installation Available
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FEATURE

CONCRETE 
EVIDENCE

We explore the versatility of 
concrete for your home

by SHEILA HAHN

FOR YEARS HOMEOWNERS CONSIDERED USING CONCRETE 

products for exterior use only. Well, times have certainly changed ... 
and so have the properties of concrete. Once relegated to commercial 
installations, concrete is continually fi nding its way into homes with 
leading edge design. The sleekness of concrete blends well with 
many of the modern and retro styles popular with so many architects 
and designers today. Concrete surfaces are commonly being used for 
residential fl ooring, kitchen countertops, tiles and furniture. To date, one 
of my favorite mediums to work with is concrete. Because of its fl uid 
nature, the versatility of this product is endless. It conforms to almost 

any shape and space, and can be 
colored, scored, textured, 
and embellished to mimic unique 
surfaces. The products that can 
be derived from concrete range 
from simple countertops to 
complex furniture and accessories 
(including vanities, dining tables, 
benches, beds, and seating). 

Edmonton's own Urban 
Concrete has produced many 
concrete art forms ranging from 
fi replace panels and tables, to 
a great selection of oversized 
tiles. The key to this lighter 
weight concrete is using a 
product called GFRC – glass fi ber 
reinforced concrete. The glass 
fi ber reinforcement results in a 
product with much higher fl exural 
and tensile strengths than normal 
concrete, allowing its use in thin-
wall casting applications. With 
GFRC, concrete can be cast in 
thinner sections, making it as much 
as 75% lighter than similar pieces 
cast with traditional concrete. In 
addition, a piece of concrete made 
with GFRC is generally twice as 
strong as a piece that is made with 
traditional concrete reinforced with 
steel. This allows thinner pieces to 
be used in many situations, such 
as countertops, wall panels and 
decorative pieces. This lightweight, 
durable material can be cast into 
unlimited shapes, colors and 
textures and ultimately requires 
very low maintenance. The product 
is safe, energy effi cient, weather 
and fi re resistant. GFRC allows 
limitless design with what can be 
created, producing what would be 
considered to be sustainable art, 
every single time. 

In a collaborative effort 
with Urban Concrete and Mod 
Studio, we wanted to explore the 
possibility of creating detailed 
wall panels that could be used in 
different combinations to create 
various patterns. We plunged 
forth in an attempt to design a 
concrete wall panel that was 
refl ective of a modern zebra 
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pattern. The intricacy of this pattern would have 
been a diffi cult task to produce using a traditional 
concrete mixture, but using the GFRC blend allowed 
the precise relief required to give the pattern not 
only dimension but stability.

Urban Concrete completely captivated our 
attention when they produced a table using a wood/
concrete combination. The fusion of both organic 
materials combined to form interesting textures and 
movement that transformed a typical functional piece 
of furniture into an art piece that can be enjoyed for 
many years to come.

Incorporating natural elements such as wood, 
metal, concrete and glass into your design plans is 
a fantastic way to create high impact in any room of 
your home. Keeping an open mind to the endless 
possibilities of this versatile product (such as 
concrete) will allow any homeowner to create very 
specifi c designs without sacrifi cing style, both in the 
interior and exterior of your home.

SHEILA HAHN
Sheila is a design consultant who produces 
a functional and innovative furniture and 
accessory line. www.kohon.ca or 
www.skonsolide.com 780.428.6230

IN A COLLABORATIVE 
EFFORT WITH URBAN 
CONCRETE AND MOD 
STUDIO, WE WANTED TO 
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY 
OF CREATING DETAILED 
WALL PANELS THAT COULD 
BE USED IN DIFFERENT 
COMBINATIONS TO CREATE 
VARIOUS PATTERNS.
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BUSINESSPROFILE SERENITY CONTRACTING AND DESIGN INC. 

W
hat do you do when your family grows and your home in your 
beloved neighbourhood no longer meets its needs? You call 
a trusted professional RenoMark renovator like Serenity 

Contracting and Design Inc. This company that has earned a reputation 
in the Edmonton market strictly through referrals. Originally started as 
renovation specialists, they have grown to be a custom home builder 
extraordinaire, bringing residential landmarks to the Edmonton housing 
scene for years.

The Moreau’s are such a family with three children all under six 
years. They were looking to fi nd a living solution for the long term while 
still maintaining the look and feel of a bungalow. They were in love with 
the existing mature neighbourhood, but the house was no longer 
practical and needed a living space to complement their hectic lifestyle. 
That is when the Moreau’s and the team at Serenity Contracting 
became involved in the process to give them their forever home. 
The vision of the project began in the spring of 2012 with the initial 
architectural, interior designs and construction starting in the fall. 

The project involved changing 
a small, traditional 1960’s 
bungalow in Rio Terrace into a 
spacious, modern living space 
with transitional design elements 
incorporated throughout. What 
made this renovation unique 
was that virtually every part of 
the house was extensively 
reconfi gured from the inside 
out. Several internal walls were 
removed to create an open 
concept design and over 1,500 
square feet of custom framed 
living space was added to the 
main fl oor and basement. 

One exciting key interior 
feature of this home is the 
dramatic vaulted ceiling in the 
kitchen area which blends the 
foot print of the original house 
with the addition maximizing the 
glorious, natural light exposure 
from the windows further 
accenting the unique features.. 

All custom cabinetry is 
Serenity ‘in house built” by a team 
of expert, skilled tradesmen. The 

SERENITY CONTRACTING 
AND DESIGN INC. 
WHERE CUSTOM BUILDING
& PEACE OF MIND IS REFERRED
by CANDACE L. SMITH

BEFORE
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kitchen cabinets in particular are a 
combination of white lacquered maple 
cabinetry with ample, scratch and stain 
resistant quartz countertops – perfect for 
family meal preparation. There is a large (9’ 
x 4’) centerpiece island with a butcher block 
countertop and stained alder fi nish. High end 
stainless steel appliances balance out the 
kitchen to make it a focal point in the home 
for entertaining, for fun and for function. 

The warmth of rich, walnut hardwood 
and accents of porcelain tile fl ooring blend 
throughout the common areas of the main 
fl oor. This long lasting, durable, yet easy to 
maintain, fl ooring will meet all expectations 

- from beauty to purpose. 
The new ensuite’s spacious and 

luxurious, custom ceramic shower with 
10 mm frameless glass gives new meaning 
to elegance.

The Mud room features custom 
cabinetry with a stained alder and white  
personal lockers for each member of the 
family - no more clutter and delightful to 
look at!

SERENITY CONTRACTING 
AND DESIGN INC. 
WHERE CUSTOM BUILDING
& PEACE OF MIND IS REFERRED
by CANDACE L. SMITH

The basement redevelopment includes 
a complete reconfi gure that added 500 sq 
ft to include an exercise room and media 
room for Friday night movies and popcorn. 
Large fl ex area, 4th bedroom complete 
with full bathroom and new laundry area 
is perfect for teens or guests.

To perfectly wrap up this outstanding 
recreation is the overhauled exterior. 
Featuring earth toned Hardy Panel Siding 
with cedar accents to complete the 
transitional look giving style and 
personality to the exterior while still 
fi tting into the neighbourhood.

The Moreau’s fi nished home by 
Serenity Contracting and Design Inc. is 
unbelievable! What began as a small 
bungalow bursting at the seams, fi nished 
as a spectacular home guaranteed to fi ll 
all the needs and wants of any family for 
years to come. Not only will these 
dramatic improvements fi t the needs of 
this growing family but will also work for 
aging family members in the future. All in 
all, a serene experience...

THE MOREAU’S 
FINISHED HOME 

BY SERENITY 
CONTRACTING 

AND DESIGN INC. 
IS UNBELIEVABLE! 

WHAT BEGAN AS A 
SMALL BUNGALOW 

BURSTING AT THE 
SEAMS, FINISHED 

AS A SPECTACULAR 
HOME GUARANTEED 

TO FILL ALL 
THE NEEDS AND 
WANTS OF ANY 

FAMILY FOR YEARS 
TO COME.

BEFORE

BEFORE
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Parisian-inspired toilet

one Black Bridget Kilim Rug. $145 for 2ft-by-3ft. Visit jonathanadler.com  two Quatrefoil Octagon Framed Mirror. $80. Visit lowes.ca three 

Heritage 6 Light Iron and crystal chandelier. $190. Visit homedepot.ca  four Tour Eiffel No. 14 soap. $11. Visit  tokyo-milk.com. five Avanti 

Rosie White Bath Towels. From $14 to $25. Visit bedbathandbeyond.ca  six Iron works historic freestanding bath with biscuit exterior. $6,978. 

Visit kohler.com  seven Allison Floor Storage. $239. Visit potterybarn.com

one

three

six seven

four five

two

BATHING BEAUTY
Ahhhh...

TIPSandTRICKS
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Eclectic Boho bathroom

one Textured Stripe Rug. $23. Visit pier1.ca  two ASUNDEN Basket with Lid. $20 for set of two. Visit ikea.ca  three HGlint Pendant Lamp. 

$369. Visit crateandbarrel.ca  four Shared History Soap in Grapefruit Lemongrass. $9. Visit drakegeneralstore.ca  five SKÄRET Bath Towel in 

Multicolour. $5. Visit ikea.ca  six Freestanding Bathtub. $899. Visit rona.ca  seven Fretwork Wall Mirror. $299. Visit westelm.com

one

three

six seven eight

four five

two

Unwind and relax in a personalized bathroom oasis.
by SARA DUcK
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TIPSANDTRICKS

THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 

introduced regulations aimed at 
protecting the environment and the 
health of Canadians from the effects 
of air pollution. These regulations 
reduced the amount of Volatile 
Organic Compounds (VOCs) that were 
allowable in alkyd paints, varnishes and 
wood stains. As of September 2012, 
paint retailers are no longer able to 
sell items that do not comply with the 
new regulations. Most manufacturers 
have been able to create water based 
products of a similar or better quality 
to replace the previously sold alkyd oil 
based products.

STEP 1 CHOOSE THE GLOSS

Gloss is the amount of “shine” the paint 
has when it dries, ranging from fl at (no 
gloss) to high gloss.

Flat to low gloss fi nishes are the 
most popular paints and stains for 
siding and fences. Gloss paints are 

SHELL BUSEY: ASK A PRO

Selecting & buying paint or stain
by SHELL BUSEY

popular for doors, railings and trim 
and on areas exposed to high traffi c 
or abrasion. Gloss and semi-gloss 
fi nishes are tough and durable and are 
characterized by a sheen that results in 
a cool, crisp fi nish that refl ects light.

STEP 2 CHOOSE THE PAINT TYPE

Paints are designed to be used on 
certain surfaces and to perform well 
under different conditions. 

› Latex (water based) Easy to apply 
& clean-up, low odour, quick drying, 
durable, can be applied to partially 
moist surfaces, resists peeling & 
chalking, fl exible. Second coats can 
be applied within 2-4 hours of the fi rst 
coat. Available in many glosses and 
sheens. Ideal for siding, fences, 
stucco, masonry. 

› Enamel A glossy fi nish that is tough, 
durable, smooth and impact resistant. 

THE TWO KEY FACTORS 
IN PRIMER SELECTION 
ARE ADHESION TO 
THE SURFACE AND 
COMPATIBILITY WITH 
THE TOPCOAT. THE PAINT 
YOU CHOOSE WILL 
USUALLY IDENTIFY A 
RECOMMENDED TYPE OF 
PRIMER ON THE LABEL.

Enamel fi nishes are available for a wide 
variety of surfaces including metal, 
pipes, etc.

› Wood Stains Paints cover the surface 
but stains soak in and allow the natural 
texture of wood to show. Stains are 
popular for textured wood surfaces. 
Ideal for wood siding, shingles, shakes 
and fences.
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SHELL BUSEY
For more home improvement tips, 

sign-up to receive Shell’s 

online House Smart Newsletter at 

www.TheHouseSmart.com

› Solid Colour Stains Penetrate and cover the natural 
grain of wood but allow the natural texture of the 
wood to show. Use on new wood or previously 
stained surfaces. 

› Semi Transparent Stains Penetrates the surface 
of the wood to protect and colour while letting the 
natural grain and texture show. Ideal for new wood 
or over previous semi-transparent stained surfaces.

› Specialty Paints For decks, driveways, machinery, 
masonry, rusty surfaces. Be sure to choose the right 
type of paint.

STEP 3 CHOOSE PRIMERS

Primers seal the surface and help form a tight bond 
between the topcoat and underlying surface material. 
Primers should be applied to surfaces that have never 
been painted and areas that are bare or have been 
patched. There are products that are considered 
‘2 in 1’, serving the purpose of both a primer and paint

The two key factors in primer selection are adhesion 
to the surface and compatibility with the topcoat. The 
paint you choose will usually identify a recommended 
type of primer on the label.

STEP 4 FINALIZE AND SELECT YOUR COLOURS

STEP 5 BUY YOUR TOOLS AND MATERIALS

Make sure you buy the best quality tools that you can afford. 
Top quality tools will save application time and achieve better 
results. Most jobs can be done with a few quality tools 
including 1 or 2 premium brushes, a sturdy paint tray that can 
be attached to a ladder and 1 or 2 good rollers. Check with 
your paint store to see what tools they recommend for use 
with the products you have purchased.

For more home improvement information, to send 
Shell an email, or to watch Shell’s Ask Shell Coffee 
Break go to www.AskShell.com 

For any type of home improvement referral, call us at 1-888-266-8806 or 
visit us at: www.AskShell.com and please remember; “It’s Just That Easy!”

HouseSmart Home Services Referral Network
From A-Z, Your Home Improvement Resource

Visit AskShell.com for helpful tips to improve your 
home including: Renovation Trends, New Products, 
Maintenance and Repairs, Do-It-Yourself Tips and 

Grants and Rebates for energy upgradesIT’S JUST THAT EASY!!

Proud HouseSmart MembersServing the Edmonton Area• Cloverdale Paint• Windsor Plywood• Basement Systems• Duradek Vinyl Decking• Karndean Luxury Vinyl Flooring• The Furnace Company• Durabuilt Windows & Doors

•
•
• The Furnace Company• 

Help For Your Projects

• Energy Effi ciency Upgrades

• Heating and Cooling

• Air Quality Control

• Wet Basement & Crawlspaces

• Accessible Design
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PRODUCT & SERVICES DIRECTORY

AREA RUGS 

The Area Rug Gallery
#100, 17834-106 Ave 
780-483-1992 
www.thearearuggallery.com

AWNINGS

Canfab Products Ltd
12819-144 ST
780-451-4341
www.canfabproducts.ca

CABINETS
 

Delton Cabinet Mfg. Ltd.
13030-146 St.
780-413-2260
www.deltoncabinets.com

EnVogue Cabinetry Inc
100, 10445-178 St.
780.809.1431
www.enVogueCabinetry.com

Superior Cabinets
11045-190 St.
780-409-3400
www.superiorcabinets.ca

CLOSETS

The Closet People
Unit #101, 17854-106A Ave
780-452-4567
www.theclosetpeople.com

FLOORING

Payless Wholesale 
Flooring & Lighting
18415-104 Ave
780.487-2700
www.paylessfloors.ca

GARAGES

ManZone Construction
780-721-8562
780-264-9799
info@manzoneconstruction.ca
www.manzoneconstruction.ca

HOME RENOVATIONS

Aquarian Construction
780.481.7671
www.aquarianconstruction.com

Avi Renovations
#197- 130 Broadway Blvd Sherwood Park
780-410-1844
www.homesbyavi.com

Renovations of Excellence
780.482.0200
www.wedorenos.com

ManZone Construction
780-721-8562
780-264-9799
info@manzoneconstruction.ca
www.manzoneconstruction.ca

Nord Alta Construction
780-940-6767
www.nordalta.com

LANDSCAPING 

Shane’s Landscaping
& Contracting
789-983-8233
www.shaneslandscaping.com

The Renovations Store
12049-127 St. 
780.451.3019
www.therenostore.com

SOLAR LIGHTING 

Lightco Solar
6103 Gateway Blvd.
780-489-0303
www.lightcosolar.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

Kohon Designs
#143 - 10309 107th St.
Phone 780.428.6230
www.kohon.ca

KITCHENS

Towne and Countree 
Kitchens

17212 107 Ave.

780.489.3331

www.towneandcountree.com

MURPHY BEDS

Wallbeds Alberta

Bay 18, 3908 97 St.

780.490.1818

www.wallbedsalberta.com

POLYURETHANE STONE

Everything Exterior

8826-51 Ave.

780.455.6839

www.everythingexteriorstore.com 

WINDOW COVERINGS

Hunter Douglas

www.hunterdouglas.ca

WINDOWS

Durabuilt Windows & Doors

West 10920-178 St.

780.455.0440

South 8605 Argyll Rd

780.463.4466

Duxton Windows & Doors

6764 99 Street (by appt only)

780-887-5163

www.duxtonwindows.com

Gienow Windows & Doors

9704-12 Aveune S.W.

780-454-RENO(7366)

www.gienow.com
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There is no substitute for experience!

LOU SOUCY 
780.441.1243

Visit www.WeDoRenos.com
for details and full virtual tours. 

• Guidance and Professional Supervision
• Quality Workmanship
• Ground Level & Second Storey Additions
• Sunrooms
• Kitchens
• Basement Transformation
• Exterior Remodelling

RENOVATING?
DON’T KNOW WHERE TO START?

CALL THE RENOVATION 
PROFESSIONALS

Basement Transformations Including Potential Rental Suites

afterbefore

Over 30 Years Experience
…A T  N S  E

• BONDED 
• LICENSED 
• FULLY INSURED



6764 99 St. Edmonton, AB (By appointment only)
PH:  780-887-5163


